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A Proper 
REPLY 
To a late 


Scurrilous LIBEL, Ec. 


Dear SIR, 


rr H AVE hitherto dedlined taking an 
$6 2 Notice of thoſe prett * 
1 Ly | with which you have lately plea» 
£63 2 ſed to oblige the Publick ; and look'd 
r upon them only as little Flights or 
Exercitations of a Genius, which had a Mind to 
try its Strength in Politicks. I compar d them to 
the Diſputations of Undergraduates in the Univer- 
lity, or the Mootings of young Students at the 


T I could not fa that iſhed 
emple. ppolc you * 
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them with any other Delign ; and therefore was 
do ſee you turn'd into ſuch high Ridicule, and 
ad to the Laughter of the Town. I thought 
+, \cneath any Writer, of Years and Experience, 
-- {ic his Strength againſt a young Beginner, and 
» afraid it would diſcourage you from purtüin 
Studies; but ſince I find Correction hath had 
rent Ellect upon you, and made you ima» 
that you are really an Author of ſome Impor- 
am inclined to give you a little grave 
ice. 

hen you firſt launched forth into Print, We 

* fſomecwhat at a Lots to gueſs what nice Hand 
t. ken the Trouble of collecting ſuch curious 
. "4legia of Politics together. Some Perſons aſ- 

! - Ime, that "They were the Compoſitions of a 
; "3.iting young (icntleman of Eton School, whoſe 
oer had a little Employment under the Govern- 
t, and having obſcry'd that ſome Boyiſb Writers 
lately met with great Encouragement, ſet his Son 
» Fask, in order to recommend Him to Favour. 
litile, quaint Antitheſes, the labour'd Gingle of 
beriods, the great Varicty of rhetorical Flou- 
'. - afte&cd Metaphors, and puerile Witticiſms,with 

' . + h thcle political Noſegays abound, inclined me 

4 ,: it to belicre They were gather'd in this Gar- 

z and I had fome Thought ot employing my 
e Feeffry D' Auzers, who is now in the third 

„ of Weſtminſter School, to anſwer Them. 

£ when I read the Charactcr of Suffolk, as 2 

!y'd it in your Sequel to cur preſent great Mi- 

„ I chang'd my Opinion; for I could not ſup- 
that your Slender would have ſuffer'd 
1:41 to abuſe his Patron by ſuch an ill-judg'd Pa- 
rl; as a * late Writer againſt you hath moit 
„ 4:uilly demonſtrated, 
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I was afterwards inform'd that They were the 
Samplar-works of a forward, little, Boarding» 
S$choo} Miſs; who was ambitious of becoming, one 
Time or other, a Maid of Honour; and indeed 
ſome dainty, virgin Expreſſions in thoſe Performan- 
ces, (as the ſame Writer obſerves) render'd it far 
from being /" pms 

But at laft I was told by a Perſon, in great Con- 
fidence, that They were the Productions of 
Mr. Fainlove ; but let me beg you, Mr. D' s, 
ſaid He, not to treat the young Gentleman with 
too much Severity! Look at bis Youth and Iuno- 
cence! He is not made for ſuch rough Encounters. 
O, by no Means, Sir, faid 11! —— Vbat, hurt 
Mr. Fainlove / —— What would the Ladies ſay? — 
Na, you know that He is a Lady Himſelt; or at 
leaſt ſuch a nice Compolition ot the two 
that it is difficult to diſtinguiſh which is moſt pre- 
dominant. My Friend Horace hath de{ribed Him 
much better than I can. | 


Duem fi Puellarum inſereres Chore, 
Air ſagaces falleret Hoſpites 
Diſcrimen oblcurum, /olutis 
Crinibus, ambiguoque vultu. 


Ovid and Auſonirs have likewiſe deſcribed ſuch 
a pretty Medley of the - 28 and feminine 
Gender in the following Verſes. 


Talis erat Cultu Facies, quam dicere ver“ 
Virgineam in Pucro, pucrilem in V mn; poſſes. 
VID 


Dum dubitat Natur Marem, faceretm Puellam, 


Fattus es, O pulcher, pene Puclla, Puer. 
Aus. 


But 


But though it would be barbarous to handle 
ſuch a delicate Hermophrodite, ſuch a a pretty, little, 
Mafter- Miſs, in too 12 Manner; yet you muſt 

, to give 


give me Leave, m | you 8 little, 
gentle Correction, for your own You have 
carried the Jeſt a little roo far in your laſt Per- 
formance, and talk in the Stile of a dirty Black» 
guard Boy. O, fye! Maſter, you ſhould never call 


Names in a Declamation, nor foul your pretty 


Mouth with ſuch paw Words as Traytor and Vit 
lain. The Dialect of Billing ſgate is very unbe- 
coming a Court-Education , — will deſtroy all 
Pretenſions to the Character of a fine Gentleman, 
which you have taken ſo much Pains to acquire, 
and which you would, I dare ſay, be almoſt as 
loth to loſe your Place itſelf, or even another Tooth. 
You beſpeak the Indulgence of the Publick to 
this laſt Excrement of Court-Scandal in a preli- 
., minary Libel, intitled, A Dedication to the Pa- 
trons of the Craftſman ; and tell us that, the 
Mode obliges a Writer in this Way to draw ſome 
Kind of Charafters ; and therefore you beg 
Leave (as you are a Min of Mode) to indulge 
gour Fancy in framing ſuch, as you ma — 
p rhaps, to be very maſterly Pieces of Detormi- 
ty; but, in my Oppinion, you have over- done 
it and drawn ſome glaring Features in full 
Light, which ought ro have been thrown into 
Shade, for your own Sake. You ſhould never 
talk, my Dear, of Baſeneſs, Ingratitude and Treach- 
ery, becauſe People will be apt to call ſome Things 
to Mind, which you ought to wiſh forgotten, and 
endeavour to find out a Key for your late Writ- 
ings, Neither is it prudent in you to ſpeak, with 
fo much Indignation, of betraying private Core 
re/ponudencies ; tor though the Perſons, who once 
alſtin- 
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diftinguiſ#/d you by a peculiar Regard, had, I be- 
— more RAe to truſt you with any 
Secrets, in the greateſt Height of their Partiality 
towards you; yet you have given us r In- 
dications how ready = would have becn to be- 


tray private Correſpondeucies, it it had tendcd to 
ſerve any laudable P of the Court, or the 
Into of The, i v Cauſe you are now ſo 
zealouſly embark d. 

I cannot however forbear admiring the Saga- 

city of your Patron, in chuſing ſuch a Pupil and 

ate, A Circulator af I ittle-Tattle, a Bea» 
rer of Tales, a Teller of Fibs, a ftation'd Spy, 
” where you was admitted under the ſtrong» 

Pretences of Friendſhip, and under the ſtrong- 

eſt Obligations to it, is a yo worthy of his 

and muſt be capable of making great Ad- 
vances in thoſe Myſteries of political Magick, in- 
to which He hath initiated you. 

Though I am an old Man and no great Ad- 
mirer of the modern Faſhions; E ſince you are 
pleaſed to tell us that it is the Mode to draw 
/ome Kind of Cbaracters, and conlider Perſons 
rather than Things, I will, in Return, indulge my 
Fancy, for once, in framing ſuch as may ſuit the Per- 
ſons, who have the Honour of Patronizing your court- 
and be aſſured, Sir, that they ſhall be 
as free from Flattery as your own; though I 
thall not altogether follow the modern Faſhion, 
which you have introduced. I will endeavour to 

y Nature aud Truth, Let the World judge 
of the Likeneſs, | 

We will ſuppoſe then a Perſon of tolerable ſe- 
cond-rate Parts; below a Genius; above the Vul- 
gar 5 of Induſtry inferior to few ; of Impu- 

e ſuperior to all Men. We will ſuppoſe him 
coming into the World with a low Education, 
mean 


mean Habits, and a narrow Fortune; an Adven- 
turer reſolved to riſe by all the Ways, which 
Time and Accidents ſhould open to Him. In 
Parliament ever buſy ; at Court always aſſiduous; 
never careſsd by the great General or the 
reateſt Stateſman of their Time; abſolutely diſ- 
ik'd by the „ir; and only thought to be of ſome 
little Uſe by the ſecond ; promoted by one, and 
juſt ſufler d by the other. Buoy d 5 the Stream 
of Party, and a long Series of /ucky Accidents, 
both at home and abroad, this Child of Fortune 
riſes to the firff Poſt in the Government, with 
Talents ſcarce equal to the tenth, and Morals 
unworthy of the Joe. Even Guilt and Puniſb- 
ment prove Circumſtances in his Favour. He 
procceds accordingly. He corrupts, and is ſup- 
ported by the Corrupt. He plunders and pro- 
tects the Plunderers. The Wealth, the Strength 
and Honour of the Nation are made ſubſervi- 
ent to his Intereſt and the Intereſt of his Family, 
Vain of his Parts, indifferent as They are, and 
vainer of his Perſon, which is till infinitely worſe, 
no Flattery is too groſs for Him. A Writer, who 
would tcll Him of his Succcſs in Amours, would 
gain his Favour in an higher De than onc, 
who commended the Conduct of his Adminiſtra- 
tion; and yet the whole World is convinced that 
He never gain'd either Man or Woman, but as He 
paid for Them, Let us view Him in another Light, 
making Differences in the greateſt Families; firſt, 
reviling and endeavouring to diſtreſs a Father, 
to whom he had the greateſt Obligations; then 
again, for his own Intereſt, ſelling and betraying 
the Son to the Father ; valuing neither but as 
They ferv'd his Pur ſe ; ready to betray both, 
when He found it his Intereſt ſo to do. Let 
us ſurvey Him in the Courſe of a long Admint- 

| ſtration; 


{tration ; giddy with Power; impatient of Con- 
troul and infolent to Mankind; baſe to "Thoſe, 
who aſſiſted Him in Diſtreſs; «ngrateful ro Thoſe 
who were the Inſtruments of his Advancement; and 
treac heros to | hoſe, who preſerv'd Him from Diſ- 
race, Let us behold Him playing the Stateſman 
in foreigu Courts and cndeavouring to paſs off 
Tricking tor Policy ; making Treaties, without any 
Deſign to obſerve them; and negotiating his Coun- 
try out of a State of perſect Tranquility into a 
State of Difficulty, Danger and Dependance. 
He cannot even aſſume the Merit of meaning well; 
nor plead the poor Excuſe of having mitcarried 
in the Conduct of a good Deſign. He and his 
Flatterers have been challeng'd, over and over, 
to produce a ſingle Inſtance ot any great or 
good Action, for the national Intereſt, concerted 
and accomplith'd by Him, during fo long a Con- 
tinuance in Power, "The molt ſanguine of his 
Sycophants have not dared to take up the Gaunt- 
let. He hath been mute, As He roſe b 

Party, He finds it neceſlary to ſupport Himſelf 
by " Bag and endeavours to divert the general 
Hatred of the People from Himfelt, by putting 
this Myifler upon Meaſurcs, which naturally 

to alicnate their Affections. 

We wilt ſuppoſe another Perſon, who introduces 
Himſelf amongſt his Betters by being a Buffcon ; 
and is turn'd out of their Company tor being faucy, 
ill-bred, noiſy, ſcurrilous, obſcene ; the Jeſt and 
Scorn of Mankind; the Admiration of his *; 
intruſted with Affairs of the greateſt Importance; 
and proving Himſelf, though a long Series ot 
Buſineſs, incapable of it;—iatruſted again ;—lying 
In the Face of his Country; —belicved; —lying a- 
gainz;—dctccted ;—and * ſupported. 


Let 


(10) 


Let me ſuppoſe two ſuch Perſons, whom ſympathy 
of Nuture, Proximity of Blood, and the 12 rot 


nait Principle of endeavouring to raiſe Themſelves 
upon the Ruin of their Country, had united in the 
ftriteft Friendſhip, Confidence and Intimacy; joint 
Minifters, aud inſctparable Colleagues in the Ma- 
nagement of all Atthirs. If Theſe, and ſuch as 
Theſe, are to be Rulers of Nations; if ſuch Cha- 
rafters are to be met with, the People of England 
will confider, whether Theſe and ſuch as Theſe are 
the Mer, in whoſe Hands They are willing to 
truſt the Intereſt, the Honour and Glory of This 
Kingdom. But if no ſuch Perſons are in Being, 
this Deſcription of Them is no more to the Pur- 
poſe than That, which gave occaſion to it. 

And row, my Dear, having paid this Regard to 
your Dedication, I ſhall look into the Body of this 
notable J'reatiſe; in which perhaps you may have 
received ſome Aſſiſtance from your Patron Him- 
ſelf, or that excellent Politician his Brother. I do 
not deny the Whole to be your own Work ; for 
there is nothing in the Matter or the Stile of it, 
which you might not be able to produce; but 1 
confeſs even the Bulk makes it a Poine a little du- 
bious ; and forty-eight Pages, even of ſuch Stuff, 
ſeem a Toil almoſt too great for the flimſy Tex- 
ture of ſo delicate a Brain, But however That may 
be ; whether you compiled, or only dedicated rhe 
Piece; whether your Patron contributed ſome 
Strokes of that Rhetorick, which never perſuades, 
and that Pathos, which never moves; or whether 
you diſcompos'd the Lillies and Roſes of your 
Checks by a painful Collection of all thoſe Com- 
mon- place Reflections, which ſwell this claborate 
Piece; it cannot be improper to continuc my Ad- 
Areſs to you, who have taken his Cauſe under your 
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immediate Care, as He hath taken your Character 
and Conſcience under His, 

You ſet out, Child, with an Aſſertion, which 
is a flat Contradiction to the whole 'Tcrour ot vour 
ſubſequent Libel ; for you ſay, (p. 1.) that mo Plots 
at home, or Invaſwn from abroad ſeem to threaten us; 
and that the Spirit of Jacobitiſm ſeems to lie dore 
mant in private Corners, till a more 2 Seaſon 
— to exert itſelf ; whereas there is ſcarce another 

age in your whole Declamation, in which you do 
not charge the Authors and Patrons of the Craſtſ- 
man with a Delign of tomenting a Rebellion; over- 
turning the preſent Eftabliſbment ; bringing in the 
Pretender; and concerting auotherRevolution. Nay, 
in p. 35, you mention the Diſcovery of ſome ſecret 
Engagements, which theſe pretended Patriots have 
entered into with the Jacobites. You muſt have 
made this important Diſcovery, my Dear, ſince 
you wrote the t Page; becauſe you acknowledge 
that you had no Apprehenſions, at that Time, of 
any Plots at home or Invaſions from abroad. Theſe 
ſecret Engagements feem to be of the ſame Nature 
with Thoſc, which ſome ſharp-ſighted Perſons ſpied 
out four or five Years ago ; and perhaps They may 
be all brought fully to Light at the ſame Time. 

You tell us that you have paſs'd the greateſt 
Part of the late Vacation in a Country Retirement, 
and been enjoying the Fruits of Peace and Li- 
berty, by the Labours of the Buſy aud the Great, 
Lord! ſaid a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, 
upon reading this Paſſage, what will this little 
Cars come out at laſt; a Courtier or 4 Coun 
try Gentleman ; a Gameſter, or a Patriot; a Poet 
or a Pamphleteer; a Man or a Woman? 

One would be apt to think indeed that a Per- 
ſon, who ſcribbles in this Manner, can know my 


little of what is firing in the afiive Part of the 
World ; and I am ſure you did not your 
Materials from the Craſtſinas and Fg. Founal, 
which you ſay you have conftantly peru d. I with 
you would inform us what Pari of the Cou 
u choſe for your Retirement, where the Peo 
the Bleſſings of the preſent Conjuncture in ſo 
ſenſible a Manner; for We hardly meet with any 
Thing but Peace, Plenty, Liberty and Proſperity in 
every Page of this exquiſite Performance, I ſay, 
91 would be ſo kind as to let us 
know in what halcyon Part of this Iſland you 
have had the good Fortune to find fo agrecable a 
Retirement, that your Fellow-Subjefts ny have 
the Pleaſure of pertaking the ſame Bleſſings, and 
Joining in the ſame Congratulations. —— But ſup- 
poſing the Caſe to be as you ſtate it, Peace abroad 
and Tranquility at home; why ſhquld it be other» 
wiſe? not your Patron find the Nation in 
Peace ; Does not every Engliſhman pay his Share 
of annual Taxes towards the 4 ot 
20,000 Men to ſecure Tranquility at home; and 
hath He not already paid his Quota of five or fix 
Millions tor purchatng a Peace abroad, even 
when We had Reaſon to imagine ir ſettled aſter a 
proſpzrous War? —— I his Peace mult certainly be 
a choice Commodity at laſt, fince We have gone to 
ſo many diflkrent Markets to buy it. | 
| TI am ready, upon all Occaſions, to own the 
Goodneſs 4 the King; but the Lentry, which 
the Craft/man hath met with from the Miniſters 
hath been frequent Impriſonments, vexations Pro- 
ſrentions, expenſrve Trials, Seizares of his Goods 
and interraption of bis Buſmeſs, It cannot there» 
fore be eſteem d at all wonderſul that he thinks 
Himſclf more , oblig'd to the Juſtice of a 2 
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than to the Lenity of your Patron | 
might as well have aſcribed the Low of * 
paſt Seaſon to Him. 
You ſeem, little Mafter, to be one of _— 77 
triots, whom you deſcribe; exceedingly 
in your Concern for your Country, 2 | 
derately acalons in the Intereſt of your Patron, Fo ox 
Part, I have no great Notion of thoſe two 
hw Virtues, which you are — — — to re- 
commend; I mean Calmneſt, under an 
ing Danger of our 721 3 1c ation to- 
wards the Authors of it. ik were Virtues 
1 to the antient Patriots of Greece and 
Rome; who 1 Hegg ſome Occaſions, ſacrifice] 
not only private ps, but even the Senti- 
ments of natural bs 1 the Love of their 
Country 
Youn arc pleaſed to declare that you 
7 have ſo m — for the moſt inveterate 
our * — yo that you believe, at 
fr ettin _ did not as * have run 
ugt ime and pair have obli- 
= them to 2 Thie i h {x ry gps civilly 
one indeed! But what ” Deſpair, Ch 
mean? Deſpair of reforming your Patron 9 Ys 
Meafures? —» However, to ſhew you, "how 
grateful We are for ſuch an Obligation, We will 
return your Patron the ſa Con iment, and 
3 No that — of 7 "= 
ning ſuc ngths, at bis etting out; 
being once embark, and having always 1 A 
natural Apetite of _ ngroſing more Power than 
is — 4 with bject, and amaſſing more 


Wealth than it was 0d for Him to accumulate 
by honeſt 1 He found it neceſſary to 30 
on from one Degree of Iniquity to another, for his 
own — 


I will 


(14) 
I will likewiſe compliment Him with your 
Nemo repente fuit turpiſſimus; and the whole 


Paragraph, which is tacked to it, properly bo- 


longs to Him. You ſeem ſurpriz d, Mafter, that 
am Men, whoſe Principles and Education pro- 
claimed them to be Whigs, and whoſe Actions, 
for the firſt Part of their Lives, confirn'd that 
Opinion, could reſolve, at once to leave their fore 
mer Friends, &c. "There muſt be ccrtainl 

ſome ſtrong Cauſe for ſuch an extrordinary E. 
vent; and I am ready to grant that cither 
theſe Gentlemen, or Thoſe, whom They have 
left, have abandon'd their former Principles ; 
but I will venture to challenge your Patron to 
mark out one Paſſage, or to produce a ſingle 
Inſtance of any Propolition, in which the Au- 
thors of the Craftſman have deviated from the 
Principles of true Whiggiſin. On the contrary, I 
will undertake to prove that the Mxims, upon 
which your Patron hath been deſended, ſtrike at the 
Root of all Liberty, and arc the Principles of 
arbitrary Power, 

I will likewiſe defy you to make good ano» 
ther Aſſertion, which hath been often repeated, 
and to point out one Paragraph, in which his 
Majeſty's Perſon hath been treated with Diſreſpect. 
If the Characters of good and bad Kings have 
been exhibited, in the Courſe of Mr, Oldcaftles ex- 
cellent Obſervations, it muſt be your own bad 
Heart, which applics the wor to his preſent Ma- 
jeſty. To affirm that We ought never to quote 
a diſagreeable Piece of Hiſtory, excceds the Po- 
liteneſs of the Court Parſon, who thought it the 
Height of Rudeneſs to mention H or Damna- 
tion in the King's Chappel. 


I will 
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T will go farther and put the Caſe even accord» 
ing to your own 1 that a Perſon, con- 


cerned for the Welltare of his Prince, and de» 
bar'd trom his Preſence, ſhould take the Li 
to ſend Him ſome Advice in the Diſguiſe of Hifory, 
and even to mark with Italicts thoſe Paſſages, where 
He imagin'd his Danger to be the eſt ; does 
ſuch a proceeding deſerve the Author's Epithet, 
traiterous? No; the Flatterer, not the Plaindia- 
ler, is the Traytor. 
You ſeem very : 8 Pag. 7. of being 
turned into Ridicule by the witty Reaſoners of 
this Age, tor repreſenting the paltry Authors of a 
twopenyuy Paper, as Men of ſuch Importance 
"They arcable to overturn the Conftitution at Plea- 
ſure, Why really, Maſter, Lhey do make a very 
conſiderable Figure in your Works, and ſeem to 
ecliple your Patron a little in his Negotiations 
with the Publick, But why will you have any 
Thing to do with theſe witty Reaſoners, if you 
are afraid of being turn'd into Ridicule by them? 
Or why will fuch a nice Beau as you undertake 
the nauſeous Task of raking into Dirt aud run 
the Hazard of being ſullied your ſelf * Pri- 
thee, leave olf this new "Trick of political De- 
famatica; and if thou haſt catch'd an Itch of 
ſeribbling, diſplay thy Learning in the Fairy Tales, 
and publiſh Obſervations ou Story Books, at is 
the only Hiffory fit tor ſuch a Writer to dabble in. 
What haſt thou to do with Trade, or Preaties or 
Mr. H —— —5*7 Why ſhould'ſt Thou ſully thoſe 


retty Fingers with Ink. Methinks a Fan would 
ome them much better than a Pen; but to 
draw thy Grey-Gooſe Di againſt either of Thoſe, 
hat choſen tor thy Adverſaries, L 

| J 


whom thou 
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juſt as if a Lilliputian ſhould offer to encounter a 
Brobdignagniau in ſingle Combat. 

In Page 11. you are more ſcvere upon your 0! 
Patron, than you are ſcurrilous upon the Patrons 

the Craftſman ; tor let the World judge whole 
Head the Cap fits beſt, —— As impudent Face 
muſt paſs for the Evidence of an honeſt Heart; 4 

d Aſſertion ſupply the Wait of Matter of Fact; 
and a ſaucy Renitition of the fame Falthood Le inn 
pos'd as an undoubted Proof of Veracity.— Lord! 
faid I, what could Milter mcan, to kick down all 
his labour'd Panegyrick at once by ſuch an inju- 
dicious Paragraph? —Indecd my Dear, you mult 
not indulge your Fancy in drawing ſuch Charaers, 
as much as it may be the odern Faſhion, 

You now propoſe to give us d few Iiftunces of 
the ſeveral Heads abovemention'd as far as you 
can recollict, from this Load of Infamy and Scans 
dat, not haaiug any Collection by you. — W hat a 
Pity is it that you have not bcen able, aſter all the 
Pains you have taken, to get a compleat Ser of 
the Craſtſiuuu from Coffee-bouſes and Brok/el/crie 
Stops. I think it is very uncivil in Mr. Franke 
lin not to oblige you with a Co//:4/9;2, when you 
ſent to Him for it; but it zou will hae Pati- 
ence for fn or three Months longer, you may have 
as many Scts of this Load of Inf q ant Scandal 
as you plcatc, and be able to quot? Clhipier 44d 
Verſr, trom our political Genefis to the Revelations, 
withoat being oblig'd to your Jacobite Ne. 

In the firſt Plac: you are very angry with us for 
complaining ot the great Load of Taxes ani Debs, 
which the Nation lies under; and tell us that Theſe 
are one of the Iycomveniences, which u human Pru- 
dence can prevent. Your Reaſon ſcems to be that 
it humgn Prudence could have prevented it, your 
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Patron would certainly have done it; and who 
will have the Impudence to deny ſuch Conclu- 
fions?—Bur alas! what haſt thou to do with 
Taxes or Debts, which I dare fay you underſtand 
as much as you feel? Thoſe, whom you call the Pa- 
trous of the Craftſman, pay their Taxes out of 
large Eſtates; and even the Craft/mas Himſelf 
contributes near a thouſand Pounds a Year, out 
of his Labours for the Publick, to his Majeſty's 
Revenue. But which Way can'ſt Thou pretend 


to have ever paid oy Taxes, unleſs it be out of a 


Penſion, or a Salary 

The Preſervation of our Religion and Liber ties 
is always made the Pretence and Excuſe for theſe 
Debts; and becauſe it once made the incurring of 


a large Debt really neceſſary, is therefore trumpt 


up to ſerve every dirty Job of a Miniſter. Our 
ligion and Liberties are certainly very valuable 
Bleflings, I am as ready to contribute and 
willing to venture as far as any Man for the 
Support of both; but Thoſe, who bring either 
of them in Danger, are anſwerable for the Ex- 
pences, which thoſe Dangers occaſion. [1 ny 
the letting in the Light of the Goſpel will not 
a perpetual Window-Tax upon the Nation; and 
that We ſhall not always continue to pay Fees 
for our Liberties, as the Priſoners in the Fleet do 
for a Day-Rule. 

If the Authors of the Craft/man complain that 
the national Debts are not diminiſhed during a 
continued Peace for eighteen Years, are They 
therefore unreaſonable Men? Or it they affirm 
that They are increaſed, when the Caſe is evident- 
ly fo, are They bad Arithmeticians? 

You wonder, my Dear, how this Charge can 
be ſupported, My — is quite different 2 
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for I think the Charge much more eaſily ſup- 
ported than the Taxes, without any Reflection on 
the glorious Memory of Aing Hilliam. Nobo- 
dy is more ready than my ſelf to acknowledge 
the Obligations We lie under to that immortal 
Prince 2 our Delivery from Popery and Sla- 
very ; but at preſent, I think, We ſtand very 
much in Need of a wiſe and fragal Miniſter to 
deliver us from the Burthen of Debis and 
Taxes. 

Here you take Notice of a Libel (as you call it) 
intitled a State of the natioual Debt, with the 
odious Lift of Taxes made perpetual, Cc. at the 
Tail of it; and tell us that the Fallity of this 
Libel hath been notoriouſly mare appear, upon an 
accidental Occurrence in the Houſe of Commons, 
ſoon after the Publication of it —=—— This is an 
arrant Fib, Maſter ; and I believe your Patron 
will not think Himſelf obliged to you for re- 
viving the Memory of an Affair, in which He 
received ſuch a remarkable Defeat from a Gentlc- 
man, who never valued Himſelf upon any extra- 
ordinary Skill in Accounts; but by a little Ap- 
plication and a common Capacity, He unravel'd 
all this labour'd Myſtery and diſcomfited the pre - 
tended Goliah at his own Weapons, You can» 
not forget, wy Dear, in what an inſolent, often. 
tatious Manner your Patron behaved at firit, in 
this Debate, as if nobody underſtood any Thing of 
the Matter but Himſelt ; and how He hung his 
Head, when he found Himſelf obliged to confeſs 
his Iguorance before the whole Houſe, and to ſtand 
corrected in many Particulars, by his Adverſary, 
whom He had thus arrogantly defy'd, The Gentle- 
man took no great Glory to Himſelf from this 
Vittery, but very ingenuouſly couteſs'd that any 


Body 


(19) 

Body might eaſily make Himſelf Maſter of this 
Subject, as dark and intricate as it ſcem'd to be 
and as your Patron endeavour'd to make it, by on- 
ly — ng over three or four Atts of Parliament, 
Mr. Hutcheſon's State of the Debts, and a few other 
Pamphlets. But This was a terrible Overthrow to 
your Patron, as it diſcover'd his Nakedneſs in the 
ſingle Branch of his Adminiſtration, in which He 
was ever ſuppoſed to have more than ordinary Ca- 
pacities; = the Managers of the great Companies, 
who might have been poſſeis'd with a Notion of 
his Abilities in this Particular, muſt be now con- 
vinced of their Error, and that He is far from be- 
ing the only Man (on many Accounts not the fitteſt 
Man) to whole Hands their Properties may be ſafely 
committed. | 

This was demonſtrated in a * Pamphlet, pub- 
liſh'd ſoon after; in which the whole Controverly 
is ſtated at large, and no Anſwer to it was ever at- 
tempted; which is the Reaſon, I preſume, that you 
did not mention this Libel, as well as the other. 

You allow the Loſes, /uftain'd by.our Merchants 
in the Weſt Indies, to be a real Misfortune ; a Miſ⸗ 
fortune to be lamented, complain'd of (by every Body, 
except the Craſtſman) and if poſſible to be redreſtd. 
Is then the Reparation, ſtipulated to our Merchants, 
become a Point of bare Poffbility only, after all 
their Trouble and Expences, as well as the Aſſur- 
ances, which were given them of Satisfaction? For 
God's Sake, my Dear, don't blab out ſuch unwel- 
come Secrets; but kcep up their Spirits with Hopes 
for ſome Time longer, leſt They thould grow im- 

tient, and tieze your Patros with tre Repre- 
entations. Don't offer to ſay that our real Lofſes 


'® Conſiderations on the national Debts, the ſinking Fund, and 
the State of public Credit, &c. / x 
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are not ſufficient to raiſe ſuch a Clamour of Them- 
ſelves ; becauſe ſuch an Inſult upon the unhappy 
Sufferers may provoke Them to lay their Caſe be- 
fore the Parliament, and to prove, as I am afraid 
it is eaſy to do, that the Loſſes of this Nation, by 
our late Rupture with Spain, are much greater than 
They have been yer repreſented, 

Satisfaction to the Merchants (ſays our pretty Ma- 
fer) is the leaſt Thing They were anxious for. That 
would put an End to Clamour and Diſcontent 
and their only Hope, at preſent, is a Failure in the 
punttual Obſervation of the Articles for this Pur- 

/e. 

+ "0 another Blab now ! What Occaſion had 
you, Child, to talk of Failures? You ſhould al- 
ways inſiſt upon poſitive ¶ Jurances, as your Patron 
hath dee for ſeveral Years together, and make a 
bold AHertian ſupply the Want of Matter of Fact. 
But it Rp :ration to our Merchants would put an 
Erd to Clamuir and Diſcontent  prithee, adviſe 
thy P:'rou to make Them ealy in this Reſpect, 
and give theſe wicked Incendiaries a finiihing Biow, 
— [hat would be a Triumph indeed; and ſerve 
as well as Mr, Os ThandereClap. 

The Loſs of every Ship, ſays the younz Centle- 
man, is a national Conceri:z and, as ſuch, it appears 
it was conſidered in our late Treaty with Spain But 
it likewiſe appears that We have htherto had 
no Reparation; though the Merchants have 
taken all the becoming Methods recommended by 
this Maſter of political Ceremonies They repre- 
ſented their Grievances to the Mini//er. They pe- 
tition'd the Parliament, and ſometimes complain'd 
of their Calc in Letters to the Craft/man. This is 
called aggravating their Misfortune, and making it 
an Handle for Clamour. Such a modeſt Exhorta- 
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tion to Men under Misfortunes not to complain or 
cry out, is juſt in the Style of the Butcher to his 
Hog, which He was carrying to the Slaughter; D—# 
Thee for a noiſy, grunting Beaſt, can't you lie flill and 
be quiet, like that Sheep youder ? 

Maſter goes on thus. Theſe are the only real 
Tuconveniencies, or Misfortunes, that I can recollect, 
as charged to the Account of the 2 Mini 
fince the Hanover Succeſſion 100k Place. —— Say 
Thou ſo, my Dear? What a fad Thing it is to 
have a bad Memory? Did'ſt Thou never read any 
Thing about large, flanding Armies in Times of 
Peace; unnatural Allyances z deſfiruftive Expedi- 
tions abroad, and merry-making Armadas at home 
impratticable Treaties ; diſhonourable Expedients ; 
Heſſian Troops z Iriſh Recruits; Gibraltar; the Re- 
paration of Dunkirk z [udignities oſfer d to the Bri- 
tiſh Hag; or the Affair of Santa Lucia? —— Pri- 
thee, rub up thy Memory a little, and recollect 
whether you never heard of à certain Contract with 
the BANK (the molt iniquirous Part of the 
South-Sea Scheme) which, though drawn up by 
your Patron's own Hand, and made with the ut- 
moſt Solemnity, He did not ſcruple to declare null 
and void, after He had made his own Advan 
of it, though to the Ruin of Thouſands of Fa- 
milies? — Did'ſt Thou never hear of the ſame 
Perſon's buying up great Quantities of Army De- 
bent ures at a very high Diſcount (perhaps moſt ot 
them with the publick Money too) and when He 
was poſſeſſed of them, providing an Intereſt for 
them, with a Retroſpect for ſeveral Years z nay, 
what is ſtill more extraordinary, chu/ing Them out 
of all the Debts of the Publick to be firſt paid off, 
though They originally had no Fund appropriated for 
the Payment of the Principal or Intereſt? _— 
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what it is wot to have a Collection of that Load 
of 1nfamy and Scandal, in which ſuch Things are 
— INT 

You to think yourſelf very witty in ſu 
poling that the late Rebellion will nee Fl Pate, 
10 bis Account; and yet as arch as you are, I 
think you had much better have ſaid nothing about 
it; for though it may not, perhaps, be brought 10 
his Account; yet it is well known that He found bis 
Account in it, 

But now comes the Concluſion from theſe Pre- 
miſſes, ——- From theſe Inconveniencies therefore, few- 
er and leſs conſiderable than ever attended this Na- 
tion for ſo long a Series of Time as ſince his late 
Majeſty's Acceſſion, it appear d difficult, it hath prov- 
ed vain, to attempt the Deſtruction of the Mini- 
fers. ——— Well faid, Maſter, upon my Word! 
you now begin to underſtand your Leſſon, and pro- 
miſe to make a great Man in Time. This 
Nation was never attended with fewer or leſs con- 
ſiderable Iuconveniencies/ — Excellently aſſerted! 
There is ſome Spirit in This. I defy your Patron 
Himſelf to make a rounder Aſſertion, when He 
next riſes up in Defence of his late Meaſures. 

After This, you break out into the uſual Strain 
of Exultation upon the Felicity of the Times, — I 
can hardly determine which of the Two is moſt ri- 
diculous z a pert, little Creature talking in this 
ſhameleſs Manner; or a Man that gravely fits down 
to anſwer ſo many confident Affirmations without 
the leaſt Proof, or any Regard to the Replies, 
which have been made to them over and over 

ain. Peace, Plenty, and Tranquility, increaſe 

Riches, flouriſhing State of Trade and publick 
Credit, are only ſo many Words in your Patron's 
political Breviary, which his Creatures are oblig'd 
| to 
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ro t, like a Bead- Roll, upon all Occaſions, Ir 
—— in Mind of a —— Prieſt ſinging a Re- 
guiem over a poor, miſerable, departing Sinner. 

You are ſo modeſt indeed, when you ſpeak of our 
flouriſhing Trade, as to add this Reſtriction, except 
with ſome ſmall Interruption. You might have added 
likewiſe, ſome moderate Seizures, inconfiderable 
Depredations. 

recollect, my Dear, that I have ever 
wrote any 59 againſt the Intereſt of the Bank, 
the South-Sea Company, or the /udia Company, 
as They are juſt and fair Creditors of the Publick. 
It is the Buſineſs of every honeſt Man to do what 
is in his Power to ſupport their Credit. But as 
Monopolies and excluſive Corporations, indeed, I have 
always thought them dangerous Tools in the 
Hands of a Miniſter. I have conſtantly declared 
againſt any Fob done for any of Them. I havelike- 
wile always been againſt any clandeſtine Trade 
which is not only injurious to the Proprietirs, but 
often prejudicial ro the Nation, as it gives hoſe 
Powers, with whom this private Trade is carry'd on, 
a plauſible Pretence for quarreling with us, when- 
ever their Intereſt or Reſentment prompts them to 
it. I ſuppoſe, Maſter, This is what you mean by 
ſaying that I have written againſt the ſeveral great 
Companies. 

You go on in the ſame maſterly Stile ——= 
This cavilling about foreign Politicks, and theſe 
una voidable [nconveniencies bave not inflamed the 
People to call out for a Change of Government —— 
What do F mean by a Change of Govern- 
ment, my Dear ? If you mean a Change of 


the Conſtitution, I agree with you. The People 
have not call'd out for a Change of the Conſli- 
tution z nor do They ſeem to be in a Diſpoſition 
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to ſubmit to it, if your Patron ſhould attempt it. 
They call out very loudly for the Preſervation of 
it. But if you mean the Change of the Miniſtry, 
I muſt confeſs that I think the vue have diſ- 


cover'd ſome ſmall Inclination that Way, though 
without Succeſs. They ſeem to call out for new 
Minifters, as Owen Glendower call d Spirits from 
the Dead, They will not always come when He 
calls. 

I hope, Maſter, that you was well inform'd, 
when you aſſured us that the Deſign of reſtraining 
the Preſs lives not but in our own Braias. I hope 
the Government is net ſo weak as to ſtand in need of 
ſo extraordinary a Remedy.—— But here you ſeem 
to forget your ſelf again; for about 14 Pages at- 
ter this gracious Declaration, you expreſs your Con- 
cern, in a very pathetick Manner, that our excel- 
lent Laws ſhould prove a Santtuary for theſe artful 
Revilers and hypocritical Diſperſers of Treaſon; and, 
in another Place, you fay that They ought to be 
puniſhed, inflead of deſpis'd. Why ſo, my 
Dear, if your own Obſervation is juſt (and I think 
it by far the beſt in your whole Book) that it is not 
the Accuſation, but the Truth of it, which gives 
the Wound ; and an innocent Man feels no more Pain 
from the publiſhing a falſe Slander, than the Slande- 
rer gains Credit by inventing the Falſbood. 
I fay, it This be true, and your Patron is an inno- 
cent Man, what Occaſion is there for Puniſhment 
or why need you feel any Concern, Child, that 
our excellent Laws ſhould prove a Sanctuary to theſe 
artful Revilers - Burt are you ſure, Maſter, that 
ſuch a Deſign never liv'd in any other Braias be- 
ſides ours? Have no Attempts been made to this 
Purpoſe? Were no Perſons ever ſounded upon it, 
or even ſollicited to come into it Have a Care, 

my 
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my Dear, how you take upon you to aſſeverate too 
ſtrongly upon this Head, leſt you ſhould be openly 
convicted of Falſhood, and it ſhould appear that 

our Patron us'd his urmoſt Endeavours to accom» 
pliſh this Deſign z bur meeting with the — 
which He deſerv'd, was oblig'd to lay it aſide, 
affected the outward Appearance of being a Friend 
to that Liberty, which He had ſecretly attempted 
to ſuppreſs. 

But nothing ſurely can be more ridiculous than 
your Complaints of /currilous Language, Biiling [+ 
ate, and calling Names; for (to ule your own 

ords) I could undertake to produce more ſcurrilous 
Language, more private Scandal, and more ungen- 
tlemanlike Abuſe out of the Libels againſt the tu 
poſed Authors and Patrons of the Cra/t/man, for 
theſe four Years paſt, than can poſſibly be ſhewn in 
all the polemical Writings of any Reign whatever. 
— Rogue, Raſcal, Lyar, Scoundrel, Traptar, and 
Villain, are the principal Flowers of your Rheto- 
rick, and the Foo mien of all your Arguments. 
Prithee, Child, talk more of Scurrility, whilſt 
your own Writivgs did ver ſuch a cordial Union 
and Allyance between — and St. J—'s. 

You have difplay'd your Ignorance and Indiſcre- 
tion in another Paſſage, relating to your Patron; 
where yen ſuppoſe the Terms avaricious and expen- 
ive, enterprizing and cowardly, bold and fearful, ig- 
norant and cunning, to be inconſiſtent and contra - 
dictory Epithets. 

If you had ever read Saluſt, Maſter, you would 
have found this Deſcription of Cataline; alieni appe- 
tens; ſui profuſus ; that is, greedy of other People's Mo- 
ney, and a Squanderer of his own. Tacitus Calls a bad 
Miniſter (I think it is Sejanus) Rapti Largitor; which 
may be tranſlated a plundering Spendthrift., Nay, 
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Rapine and Profuſion are ſo far from being incon- 
ſiſtent, that there is an immediate Co ion be- 
tween them. Extravagance and Diſtreſi naturally 
inſpire Avarice, as Avarice renders Corruption fa- 
miliar and neceſſary, — I could mention a Stateſman 
(or rather a Miniſter) of this Kind, whoſe Extra- 
vagance had render'd Him fo necefſitous, when He 
came into Power, and his Neceſſities ſo corrupt, that 
He made no ſcruple to pay off all his Tradeſmen 
their long Arrears by Employments under the Go- 
vernment. 

In the ſame Manner, a Man may be enterprizing 
and cowardly, bold and fearful; like the Bully you 
deſcribe; who flouriſhes his Sword at the Corner of 
every Street, and yet perhaps will take a Kick or a 
Box on the Ear very patiently from any Man of true 
Honour and Courage. 

Jenorance and Cunning are equally conſiſtent in 
the ſame Character; unleſs you will ſuppoſe, in 
Contradiction to publick Notoriety, that it is im- 
poſſible for a Man to be totally ignorant of politi- 
cal Affairs, who hath proved Himſelf cunning enough 
to raiſe an exorbitant Eſtate by Bribery, Corruption 
and Stock-jobbing. 

The two Epithets, which ſeem to give your Pa- 
tron's Stomach moſt Offence, are corrupt and blun- 
dering; and therefore our pretty, little Scribbler thinks 
them deſerving a more particular Regard. — We 
mult attend upon Maſter in this Diſquiſition. 

I wiſh, young Gentleman, that I could, with to- 
lerable Decency, return your Patron the Compli- 
ment, which you have been pleas'd to beſtow upon 
mine, in the following Words. It will be readily 
granted that amongſt Thoſe, who wiſh the Deſtrui- 
on of the Miniſters,, nay, and have vow'd it too, 
there are not wanting Men of great Parts, 9 
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the Mays of Buſineſs, acquainted with Courts, and 


not ignorant of Mankind. — — What a Pity is it, I 
ſay, that I cannot apply any of theſe great Qualities 


to your Patron, without incurring the Imputation 
of groſs Flattery, which is as nauſeous to Me, as it 
is agreeable to Him ? 
he Jou, ſaid to have been made, for the De- 
firuftion of a Miniſter, is trumpt up and exa - 
ted upon Occaſions, though it hath been alrea- 
dy explain'd, and ſhewn not to be of ſo bloody a 
ature, as the Friends of the Miniſter, from their 
own direful Apprehenſions, have repreſented it.— 
What an unpardonable Piece of Iubumanity is it for 
any Gentleman to attempt the Ruin of a Miniſter, 
in his miniſterial Capacity, when He is reduced to 
the Alternative of giving up the Miniſter or his 
Country ? A Man, who prefers the Satety of his 
Country to the filling of his Pockets now-a-days be- 
comes the Object of Wonder and Ridicule; an old- 
faſhion'd Fellow with Cravat- Strings and Pantaloon 
Breeches. 

Bur the moſt ſurprizing Charge of all is our Ac- 
cuſation of Corruption and not attempting the Proof 
of it in the preſent Situation of the Miniſter 
but you ſeem, pretty Sir, to take the Word Cor- 
ruption in a limited Senſe and confine it to the Cor- 
rupter-— Give me Leave to illuſtrate This by a 
parallel Caſe— There is a certain, unnatural, reign- 
ng Vice (indecent and almoſt ſhocking to mention) 
which hath, of late, been ſeverely puniſh'd in a 
neighbouring Nation. It is well known that there 
muſt be two Parties in this Crime; the Pathick and 
the Agent; both equally guilty. I need not explain 
Theſe any farther. The Proof of the Crime hath - 
been generally made by the Pathict; but I believe 
that Evidence will 8 obtained quite ſo eaſily 

2 in 


( 28 ) 


in the Caſe of Corruption, when a Man enjoys every 
Moment the Fruits of his Guilr, 

What follows, Page 23, is the familiar and cuſto- 
mary Interpoſition of the ſacred Character of Majeſty 
to ſcreenthe Miniſter z a pitiful ſculking behind the 
Throne, ſo often expoſed, and without any Anſwer, 
that I ſhall take no farther Notice of it. 

The next high Crime and Miſdemeanour charg- 
ed upon us by the dapper little Author, is calling 
his Patron a Blunderer. It is ſomewhat ſtrange, 
my Dear, that you ihould find Fault with the ſoft- 
eſt Word that can be given, ſuppoſing the Caſe to 
be as We pur it; for male- Adminiſiration muſt be 
either Blundering or Treacheryz a Fault in the 

Heart, or in the Underſtanding. For my Part, I 
think 4lundering the moſt charitable, kind and even 
friendly Epithet in this Caſe; for whai muit We 


if He does not deſerve it? Queen Elizabeth's Fool, 
who was whipt for calling a ſimple Courtier Bro- 
ther, had Senſe enough to know that if he had 
call'd Lord Burleigh ſo, it would have given no 
Offence. 
Bur it ſeems a certain Patron of the Crafi/man 
does not confider how far his own Reputation ſuf- 
fers for having been the Fol. LOWER of @ Fool; 
fighting under his BaNNERs, and endeavouring to 
perſuade the World that He is able to infirutt his 
MasTE R&-— What canſt Thou mean, Chit, by 
all this Stuff? I don't underſtand what Right your 
Patron had, from any Circumſtances of Character, 
Fortune, or Abilitizs, to erect his Standard in a 
Joint-Adminiſtration, and to command others to fol- 
low Him as their Maſter. We are very ſenſible in- 
deed that He had always a'Spirit ot Domination in 
Him; but why ſhould Tho/e, who never * 
is 


call Him otherwiſe; or why ſhould it offend Him, 
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his Aſſiſtance, be obliged to ſubmit to his Autho- 
rity? 

* far the Principles of Honour may engage 
ſome Men not to blaſt the Reputation of others, with 
whom They have lived in Friendſhip, you will not 
determine. — Pray, Maſter, read this Paragraph 
over again, and weigh it well, Think what Re» 
flectins may be made upon it, when the Wo11d ſhall 
come to compare this Sentence and your Conduct 
together, Will it not be natural to ask if you ne- 
ver „ad any particular and very great Obligations 
to a certain Perſon ? Was you not taken into his 
Houſe like one 2 his on Cee . He not 
in every Thing ſhew a Diſpoſition, aps more, to 
ſerve 3 Did He not almoſt ir ſupport your 
Character, when the little Finicalnels of your Per- 
ſon had made you the Joke and Contempt of Man- 
kind? Might not This be carried {till fart her? 
But here I will ſtop; Only thus much may be 
ſaid— This former Patron of yours was, at leaſt, the 
remote Cauſe of your obtaining the very Employment 
you now enjoy; and your preſent Patron, as deſtitute 
as He is of? Priends, would have thought you too 
inſignificant an Accquiſition to have been purchas'd 
at ſo high a Price, if it had not been for the Additi- 
onal Satisfaction of having purloin'd you from his 
next Door Neighbour. 

Your next judicious Charge againſt Mr, D' Au- 
vers is, that He hath complain'd of Corruption in 
Elefions of Members to ſerve in Parliament. This 
is, no doubt, a moſt impudent and groundleſs 
Charge ; and I hope the Reader will reſent the 
F rivcloulzek of the Complaint. But it unluckily hap- 
pens that the Electors of Great- Britain have received 
a {mall Rebuke, of the ſame Nature, from their Re- 


pre- 


# 2, 

preſentatives, as well as from Mr. D' Anvers; for I 
think the late Ai againſt Corruption in Elections is al - 
moſt as unmannerly as the Writings of the Craft/man. 
Having call'd upon the collective Body of the Peo- 
ple, the three great Companies, and (what is more 
than all) your own Patron to avenge Themſelves 
upon this Craft/man, with no better Succeſs than 
the Craftſman and the People have call'd for a 
Change of the Miniſtry; you call, at laſt, very loud- 
ly upon both Houſes of Parliament to deſtroy Him 
without any Ceremony. His Crime towards theſe 
auguſt Bodies is, that He hath ſomewhere ſaid that 
They ought to be as independent of the Crowns as 
poſſible; and that it is dangerous to the Liberty of 
Parliament to let too many of the Members accept 
of Places at Court. — How baſe, ſays little Maſter, 
is this Maxim? How falſe is the Concluſion ? Is 
our Commonwealth ſo form'd, that the Service of the 
King and of the People is inconfiſtent ? Yet as baſe 
as this Maxim may ſeem in your Eyes, it hath 
been the Maxim of ſome of the wiſeſt Men of Eng- 
land; particularly of your own Patron; who de- 
clared, about twelve Nears ago, that the Aing's 
Service was a Burthen too great for any Man of Ho- 
nour to bear; that is, inconſiſtent with the Service 
of the People. But let us turn this Propoſition to 
the other Side; and ask our itte Gentleman, whe- 
ther the Service of the King and of the People is ſo 
inconſiſtent, that a Country Gentleman cannot per- 
form both at the ſame Time; that when He is re- 
turn'd as a Repreſentative of his Country, it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to engage Him by ſome Reward 
to ſerve his King. Is the Crown to ſuſpect a Coun- 
try Gentleman, with a good Eſtate, of any Deſign 
to diſturb and overturn the Government, in which 
He hath fo great a Stake? Ought We not to ſup- 
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poſe that his Zeal and Concern for the joint Intereſt 
of King and People, as well as his Weight and 
Credit, will be proportionably greater than That 
of a little, dirty Fellow in an Office? Is it not 
natural for the People to judge Subſidies more ne- 
ceſſary, when They are raiſed by 282 
who put none of them into their own Pockets, than 
by ſuch as are reimburs'd z and is it not more ho- 
nourable for the Crown to receive them at ſuch 
Hands ? 

No leſs unfortunate is thy Reaſoning, my Dear, 
in the following Part of the ſame Paragraph; where 
you tax Thoſe with Self-inzereſtedne/s, who aban- 
don'd their Places, in order to vindicate Thoſe, who 
kept Them. I believe, I may venture to ſay that 
ſome of them might have held their Employments 
ſtill upon the ſame laviſh Terms, which you pro- 
poſe, Methinks, quitting a Place is an odd Mark 
of an intereſted View ; and your Patron formerly 
reaſon'd in the ſame Manner, when the ſame Aſper- 
ſions were caſt upon Him for reſigning his Employ- 
ments; but we are not to expect Conſiſtency either 
in Jou or Him. I muſt however congratulate Him 
on being bleſs d with the concurring Services of fo 
many worthy Patriots, who diſcover none of theſe 
ſelſiſb Views by quitting their Places. 

For my Part, I really and on my Conſcience be- 
lieve that the Charge of endeavouring to get into 
Employment by Oppoſition was never more ground- 
leſs than at prelent, I believe no body is "_ am- 
bitious of getting up to the Top of a falling Houſe ; 
and ſuch, my Dear, I take your Patron's Syſtem 
of Affairs to be at preſent, 

You go on fibbing moſt abominably in the two 
next Pages; where you charge us with abuſing the 
Judges and the Bench of Biſbops. Let me beg of 


you, 
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ou, my dear little Trifler, to quote the Pa 

Thee! Wo col the cas Drachei af the Loren 
Pack of Judges. I can recollect no ſuch Expreſſi- 
on; but am ready to produce many Paſſages, where 
We have expreſs'd the utmoſt Reſpect for thoſe 
learned and venerable Sages, without leaving the 
leaſt Room to ſuſpect us of /rony or Ridicule. In 
one Place, particularly, We acknowledge that the 
Bench was never fill'd with more able and upright 
Men than it is at preſent; and I am ſure no body 
can be more ſincerely pleas'd than myſelf, to ſee 
that excellent Perſon, who hath long preſided in one 
of our Courts of Fuſtice with the — Ability and 
Integrity, diſtinguiſhed by thoſe Honours, to which 
his Ment hath ſo juſtly intitled Him. 

Asto the right Reverend my Lords, the Biſhops 
I hope their Reputation does not ſtand in need o 
ſuch childiſh Panegyrick ; and I will leave Man- 
kind to judge, whether it is not the greateſt Re- 
flection on that venerable Bench to ſuppoſe Them 
capable of being rurn'd into Ridicule, on Account 
of their Piety or Learning. 

Another Falſhood, which you have broach'din 
the ſame Paragraph is, that We have recommended 
Aſſaſſination of Miniſters; which is ſo directly con- 
trary to Truth, that We have expreſs'd our Abhor- 
rence of it in that very Paper, I think, to which you 
allude; and ſhew'd the ill Conſequences of it to the 
Publick, as it defrauds them of a juſt Example of 
Puniſhment to deter future Criminals, and inks the 
Memory of a wicked Man's Guilt in Compaſſion 
for 2 of his Death. But, how can We 
expect Truth in the Defence of a Cauſe, which ſub- 
ſiſts upon Falſbood? | 

As your Engagements oblige you to ſtick at no- 
thing, ſo you are not aſhamed to charge us with 

having 
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having inſulted aud calumniated the Left 0 LDueens, 
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We could likewiſe prove the Fal his Aſ- 
ſertion, and produce ſeyeral Inſtances from our 
Writings, in which We offered our juſt Tribute 
of Praiſe upon her Majeſty's firſt Acceſſion to 
the Throne; but herein, Mafer, lies the Difference 
between us. You ſeem to think that a continual 
Re-iteration of the ſame trite Topicks of Panegyrick 
may be of Advantage to your Fortune. We ap» 
prehend, on the contrary, that always dwelling up- 
on the ſame Compliments, which grow nauſeous 
and degenerate into the meaneſt Flattery by Repe- 
tition, is highly diſadvantageous to her Character; 
and let the World to Judge who ſet her Ma- 
; They, who act as if 

the deſpiſes ſuch little Artifices z or They, who re- 
preſent Her in their Writings as one, weak enough 
to be caught by ſuch low Adulation— Thus are 
Sir, conſtantly employing your pretty Parts 

to deck out and adorn Ne but can't you 
moderate the Luſt of Antithe/is in your Paneg - 
rick upon Majeſty ; or do you think it any Com- 
pliment to a great Qucem to ſwell up the Inventory 
of — Royal Virtues b N from 2 
rit of a poor weekly Writer ; for This, ar, 
is the Som of yu 1 is the 
goodlieff Nomau? Ihe 9. Who is the 
wickedeſt Man ? The Craftſman.—Who is the beſt 
of Proteflants ? The . Who is a 
acobite in his Heart, and endeavours to bring in 
and the Pretender ? The Craſtſinan. 

o is the beſt of Wives, and takes Care of her 
numerous Family? The 9————z. Who 
is a Cannibal, and would devour his own Children ? 
The Craftſman. 


| il Her Maj is hi ob- 
liged 10 lach coarſe * * — — 
| E no 
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7 doubt, muſt redound to Her by ſuch an Oppo- 
tion of Characters. But when you tit down agaii 
to draw ſuch Pictures, let me adviſe you to low 
the Example of your judicious Fellow-Labourer, 
Mr. Francis Walfingbam, who celebrates Sir George 
Britou's Lady tor her Parfmony, and. laying up as 
much as ſle can, to provide for her younger Chil» 
dren.— This is 2 Topick of Praiſe, as it 
tends to make her belov'd amongſt her Teuauts, 
and is therefore worthy of your Imitation, 

Yau have acquainted us with one great Secret; 
that the Publick ſees through our Defegn, and will 
not be impoſed upon any louger —— Lo what Pur» 
poſe then are all theſe Pains, theſe Proſecutions, and 
that Pxotuſion of Expence amongſt a Parcel of * 
Scribblers to reſute an Author, who hath loſt all 
Credit, and whom every Body deſpiſes? A 
Writer is like a publick Orator in a tree Government, 
He is but che Mouth of the People, and it He 
does not ſpeak their Senſe, his Oratary will have 
no manner of Effect. What can an Jucendiary do, 
where there is no combuſtible Matter? The greats 
eit Security of your Patron againſt theſe Incendia- 
ries conſiſts in the Hardneſs of his Metal, A Squib, 
or 4 Fire-Ball cannot melt down Braſs; and He 
hath that murus abcneus, that Brazen Wall, not of 
Innocence indeed, but of Aſſurance, to protect Him, 
Pamphlets againſt a good and a wiſe Mipifter are but 
Paper Bullets, A Writer muſt find Grievances, He 
cannot make them; and We may very properly ap- 
ply what Tully ſomewhere ſays to ourſelves, | 

eque mibi videtur hee multitude, que ad audi- 
endum couvenii, cognoſcere ex me Cauſan voluiſſe, 
ſed ea que ſeit mec:im recognolcere, 

If Obloguy and Slander are the Fines, which the 
Minifter pays for a long Series of Favour and Proſ= 
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I ſuppoſe you his 
A I ink your Pas 
Drit-Rent; as the Ralian Wit 
or, too little Money jor ſo much 
cheaper docs He com: off than 

d, his great Prototype, 
arallel ot one of his Flattegers? For 
think his Niue is ſo far from being hi 
quite a Pennyworth; inſtead of an Impeachment, 
weekly Admonition, at the Rate of 'Two-pence eye» 
Saturday, and paid for by the good P 
25 land. Why he be ſo with his Be- 
abs ? The Authors of the Craftſman have of- 
ten ſet him right, and conſtantly walk after Him 
with a Spunge and a Rubbing-Bruſb to waſh out the 
s, which he daily contract What He hath 
done right hath been intirely owing to #heſe Gentle» 
men, whom He abuſcs, 
And now, Mafter, I have done with you for the 
reſent ; and I for ever; tor ta tell you 
ruth, I am not only tired with this Manyer of 
writing, which you have made neceſſary; bur 
grow alſo aſhamed of continuing any Conteſt with 
ou, No good Tennis- Plauer cares to go into a 
Court with a Child, that hath ſcarce Strength to 
hold a Racket, and cannot pretend to return the 
Ball. But if your Patron will write Himſelf, or 
pay ſome better Pen for — it, He may always 
depend on my having ſo much Complaiſance as to 
make Him, what I hope the World will cſtegqa This 
to be, a POE Revpiy. 
To conclude, - Whether you wrote the 
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Whole of this abu Libel, or not Ober- 
vations and e ee this Treamen fom 

one, who never deſign d youany Harm till you 
| Manner; and if you 
ſhould 


on others, in ſo outragjous a 
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ſhould think fit to difown ai Concern in 
Ls r which other Gentlemen W 
Authors of n 
ey pa oy 
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